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1) The Directorate had issued Training Circular No. 10 of 2014 daled 29.12.2014 on

"lssuance of Certificates in accordance with Merchant Shipping (STCW) Rules,2014

and as per Chapter Vl of the STCW Convention, as amended in 2010" wherein the

maritime haining institutes, are advised to issue certificates giving compliance reference

to the 'STCW Convention and Code as amended in 20'10".

2) lt is observed by the IMO that the references to the STCW Convention 1978 as

amended were made by Administrations in varied ways within the certificates and

documentary evidence; and also inconsistencies in interpretation resulting in

unnecessary burden on administration, companies and seafarers.

3) ln order to avoid any confusion, the IMO has now recommended all the member

states shall, in the format of the certificates and endorsements provided in Section A-l/2

of the STCW Code referring to the STCW Convention use the reference as 'the

lnternational Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch

keeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended", without appending the year / dates of the

amendments.

4) ln view of above stated IMO recommendation, MTls are advised to issue

certificates stating compliance reference to "STCW Convention 1978 as amended"

instead of "STCW Convention and Code as amended in 20'10" from the issuance date

of this circular.
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5) Certificates, which have already been

'STCW convention and code as amended

validig date.

issued stating compliance reference to

in 2010", are to be accepted until their

6) This is issued with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Engineer & Ship Surveyor-cum-Dy. DG (T,

To

1) The Principal Officer, Mercantile Marine Department, Mumbai / Chennai i Kolkata /
Kochi / Kandla

2) |NSA / FOSMA / MASSA / ICCSA / MUI

3) Engineering Branch / Nautical Branch

4) Management Representative (aMS), EAC Branch, DGS

5) INDOS Cell, Nau Bhavan Building, Mumbai - 1

6) Computer Cell with a request to upload in the website

7) Hindi Cell with a request to provide Hindi Version for dissemination

8) E-Governance Cell

9) Guard file
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|NTERNATIoNAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS qF TRAINING' CERTIFICATIoN AND

wATcHKEEPINc r-6h CilemERs (srcw)' 1978' AS AMENDED

Guidance for Parties, Administrations' port State control authorities' recognized

oroanizations anA otnei'ie-fe'ani f"ti"" on the requirements of the STCWv'!v-r--"---- 
convention, 1978' as amended

1 The Sub-Committee on Human Element' Trainino and Watchkeeping' at its

fourth session (30 January to Oi"Ot'"w iOfZ)' noted the urglnt need for some clarification

on the implementation of tn" zdf O ffl''ilf' Am'endments to t-he lntemational Convention on

Standards of Training, c"ttir*iio""r"d-Witcnkeeping for Seafarers (STCW)' 1978' as

amended.

2 The SuFcommittee also noted that:

.1 problems associated with requests for documentation during inspections or

surveys tnat ii n-ot-t"q'lr"0 6V the STCW Convention' 1978' as amended'

*"r" ,".rltint in significant bnd unnecessary administrative |u.ldgns 9l
Administratio;s; coripanies and seafarers'. lt was further noted that some

problems *"tJ'fi*"[ t"-i"consistencies in interpretations regarding the

status of IMO model courses;

.2 references to the STCW Convention' 1978' as amended' were made in

varied ways within certificates and documentary evidence;

.3 there were reported misinterpretations of the training and familiarization

provisions toiEietitnit Cn"tt oi"plly-3F lnformation Svstems (ECDIS) as

iequirea uyine siCW Convention' 1978' as amended: and

.4 the 2010 Manila Amendments to the STCW Convention and STCW Code

introduced tlrin"* 
""rtiti""tes 

as set oul in reoulation lU5 (able seafarer

deck), ,t/5 t""ii" .lltlrJl i.g-in"), rrrrO (electro-iechnical officers) and lll/7

1etect,o.t"cr\.nicir_i"t,s.l, a-no ilrat misinterpretation of the applicable

Provisions had been reported'

3Toassistallconcerned,thesub-Committeepreparedclarificationsonanumberof
issues in the Guidance, as set out in the annex'
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4 Member States are invited to be guided accordingly--and to bring this Guidance to the

attention of all concemed, in particutar, p-ort strt" controi officers, recognized organizations,

companies and other relevant parties'

5 The content of this circular takes account of the guidance in MSC'1/Chc'1030 and

MSC. I/Circ.1032.

6 This circular revokes MSC.1/Circ'1030 and MSC' 1/Circ' 1 032'
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ANNEX

GUIDANCE FOR PARTIES, AOMINISTRATIONS, PORT STATE CONTROL

EUTX_OiNrES, RECOGNIZED dNCMIZ,AIOIS AND OTHER RELEVANT PARTIES._OIIiiS 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE STCW CONVENTION, 1978, AS AMENDED

Provision of documentation for verification

1 Under regulation l/2 of the STCW Convention ' 1978' as amended' the documentation

au6orizing in; noioer to serve in certain functions on board ship are certificates of competency

,nJ 
"",titiirt"" 

of proficiency and' only with regard to regulation V/2' documentary evidence'

The list of certificates or oocumeni"'y'"'iJ"n"i |."quired-under the STCW Convention' 1978'

"s 
imenOeO, is set out in table B-l/2 of the STCW Code'

2 Certificates of competency, certificates.- of proficiencv and documentary evidence

issued in accordance witn cnapt-eis'ti, iri, iV' v, vr 
'nb 

vtt ot tn" STCW convention' 1978' as

;;;;,;;;;;idence of n"Jnf .r""l".ir[y compteted all required kaining and that the

required standard of competence has been achieved'

3 While IMO model courses mav assist with.the development.of tl."ilil,S!-11Si1111"-'

ir,"v rr" nli r"naatory, and ni,-iniliiltiont 
're 

not required to use them when preparing and

ap-iroving training corrs"s to meei tne ouiectives of the STCW Code' as amended'

4 The validation of an IMO model course means that no reason was found to obiect to

its contents. lt does not .n"un in"i-ii i" an omciat interpretation of the convention, or that

approval was granted by the IMO bodies'

5 lt is agreed that:

.1 in accordance with regulation U4 of the STCW Convention' '1978' as

amended, t""t t*i 
"n"o'fo 

not be required to provide documentation for

verification that is not required by the Convention; and

.2 certificates or documentary evidence issued under the STCW

Convention, t978, as amendei' should not be required to contain reference

to IMO model courses'

References to the STCW Convention, '1978, as amended

6ThenormalpracticewithinlMoistorefertointernationalconventionsbyanacronym
of the title of the convention ,nJ it 

" 
O"t" on which it was made (e'g SOLAS 1974)' Where

amendments are made t" th; ;;''g;;i ;nvention' the title is then amended to reflect the

ilil;;;i; [e.g. soLAS rSZ , z" amended) but it.is.not normal practice to append the

v"riiojili ii t'n"""mendments to the title of the amended convention'

7 lt has been reported that different references to the STCW Convention' '1978' as

amended, can be found in 
""rtiii&t", 

and endorsements, which has led to some confusion.

ln particular, if the references-t 
"J 

oin"r"nt meanings, or if the differences were unintentional.

6TheformatofcertificatesandendorsementsprovidedinsectionA.l/2ofthe
STCW Code refers to "the rnt"rnu't-;J Conrention on Standards of Training, certification and

Watchkeeping for Seafarers' 1978, as amended"'
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I ln order to avoid confusion, il is recommended that certificates and endorsements
referring to the STCW Convention use the reference "the lnternational Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended",
without appending the yearldates of the amendments.

1O lt is important to note that seafarers may hold certificates and documentary evidence
that contain a different reference to the STCW Convention that remain valid and should be

accepted.

Training requirements for Electronic Chart Display and lnformation Systems (ECDIS)

and provision of the documentation for verification

11 The STCW Code contains requirements for approved training on ECDIS. ln cases
where the approved training has not been completed, a limitation shall be included on the
certificate and endorsements issued to the seafarer. Where such a limitation is not specified,
the certificate and endorsements are evidence of having successfully completed the required
approved training and that the standard of competence has been achieved.

12 No requirement exists for the approved training on ECDIS equipment to be

typ+.specific. The knowledge, understanding and proliciency required to be demonstrated is
generalized to ensure seafarers have the necessary skills for basic operation of all types of
equipment.

13 ln accordance with regulation l/14, mmpanies are responsible for ensuring that
seafarers employed on their ships are familiarized with the installed equipment, including
ECDIS.

14 lt is agreed that seafarers required to have training in the use of ECDIS:

.1 should not be required to provide documentation of training in ECDIS that is
specific to the installed equipment; and

.2 are required to be familiarized with the ECDIS equipment installed on board.

Regulations ll/5 (able seafarer deck), lll/5 (able seafarer engine), lll/6 (electro-technical
officers) and lll/7 (electro-technical ratings)

'15 Misinterpretation of the applicable provision of regulations ll/5, lll/5, lll/6 and lll/7 has
been reported. ln particular, port State control officers have required personnel on board to
possess applicable Certificate of Competency or Certificate of Proficiency, when such
personnel are not included in the Minimum Safe Manning Document (MSMD) of the ship.

16 Port State control officers, recognized organizations and other relevant parties are
reminded that under paragraph 2.'l of appendix 11 of the Procedures for port Sla.e-

controt, 2011 (resolution A.'1O52(27)), "lf a ship is manned in accordance with a MSMD or
equivalent document issued by the flag State, the port State control officers should accept thal
the ship is safely manned'.
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